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High School Lesson Plan

Audience: 21 homogenously grouped high school student from 9th and 10th grade, in a History Class attending a suburban High School. 

Subject:  High School U.S. History 1	
Topic:   U.S. Civil War

Objective:  Students will be able to compare and contrast the strategies of various Civil War military leaders and connect these to the outcome of battles. 

Standards:  NJCCCS for Social Studies 6.1.12.A.4.c (NJCCCS, 2009)
		Standard: 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.
	
		Grade Level:  By the end of Grade 12
	
		Strand: A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights

		Content Statement: 4. Civil War and Reconstruction
	
		CPI: Evaluate how political and military leadership affected the outcome of the Civil War.
	 
Materials:  note book, pencils, projector/screen, PowerPoint, quiz papers (both sets), notes/textbooks, worksheet

Prerequisite Skills and Knowledge:  Students are at the end of a unit on Civil War military battles. Have learned the names and commanders of major battles that took place. 

Anticipatory Set: Have a military drum cadence playing at low volume on the computer, just loud enough so that it is noticed as the students walk into the room. 

Input and Modeling:  Students will each be given a worksheet listing several major Civil War military leaders. This will have areas for the students to write in information such as major battles won and lost as well as well known military strategies. While the PowerPoint is presented students will fill this chart in according to the information shown for the first half of the sheet.
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Guided Practice and Checking for Understanding:  The teacher will break the class into small groups to work on the remainder on the worksheet. During this the teacher will move throughout the group to answer any questions and ensure all are on topic. When finished there will be a short class-wide discussion to ensure everyone has the information correctly filled in. 

Independent Practice and Evaluation:  Students will then be given a short quiz to complete individually. This quiz will be multiple-choice and fill in the blank (for the names a word bank will be provided). There will be a short response question regarding what strategy seems the most prevalent among these leaders. It will focus on the results of the military strategies (who won what major battle and who did they defeat). These will be collected just before the end of class. 

Closure: Before leaving each student will be required to verbally answer one question about the civil war in general. (EX: What was the North and remaining states referred to as?  - The Union)

Modifications: 
During the group selection the higher achieving students will be placed with students that will require additional assistance. 
Any special education students will have two choices for each multiple choice question rather than three as the rest of the class does. They will also be able to use their newly completed worksheets during the quiz. The short response question will also be shorter, needing only two or three sentences while the other quiz will require four to five. Each change will be written explicitly on the quiz. For example each set will have directions for the response length but will not mention the other quizzes requirements and one set will state that notes cannot be used while the other will allow it. 
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